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To the Ricur W okSHIPFUL 


Sir WILLIAM -TRUMBULL, K*: 
 GOVER NOUR: 


And to the HONOURABLE 


COMPANY of MERCHANTS 
Trading to the 


LEVANT-SEAS. 


THE ENSUING 


DISCOURSE IS DEDICATED, 
With all due Reſpect, 5 <q | 


By THEIR 
? 


Moſt obliged humble Servant, 


JohN TISSER: 
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Preached before the 


LEVANT- COMPANY. 


Matth. Xvi. 26. 


What i; 4 Man profited , if. be * gain 
tbe whole NV. jar, aud e Lg own 


Soul 2 


Othing e 5 F of tho the Words 
run by way of Interrogation, yet they 


contain in them this undeniable Propo- 
ſition; That the purchaſe of the whole World 
cannot countervail the loſs of our pretious and 
immortal Souls: ' In the handling of it, I will 
endeavour to give you, | 

2 A Ceili) £ T3107} ee 


Firſt, 


A Sermon P reached 


Firft, A ſhort Accgunt of the Nature of 
Man's Soul, the' Thing he 1s to part with ; and 


. how he may be, ſaid, 
Re an ant ON 15 Wend as ſuch aLok 


Secondly , A ſhort Account of, the preſent 
State of chi World, which he is to receive in 


he FOSSA ww OG Wiel 


ly | Expos d. And then, 
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Thirdly — 9 mg wee. from the 
wen 4 hall conclude. -*'/-/ 


Wo >t We, ” Nothing | is" more certain, not- 
withftanding all the impious Objections of ſome 
modern Unbelieving Sceptics, Who, becauſe 


they have no pre-eminence above Bea fts, in that 


they we fenſually; and de like them, woult 
alſo have their Souls die too, tike chose of the 
Beaſts: which periſb; I fay; notläng is mofe cer- 


ä fible, immortal Soul, diſtinct from: his Body. ;, 
which Soul is the Source and Origm of all 
his Thoughts, Words and Actions; without 


ns he is nothing but a carnal Maſs of dull 
unactive 


tary than that Man has an immaterial, indivi- 
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unactive Matter, incapable of the Senſation en 
ther of Pain or Pleaſure ; with which he is à li- 

ing, rational, and complete Subſtance capable 
of Both: And as it is the Principle of Life, of 
ineſs or Miſery in Man here, ſo will it 
be the ſame hereafter; For however Soul and 
Body part with reludtance in this World, yet 
it is only fot᷑ a ſeaſon, and in order to meet 2. 
gain in the next, where theſe inſeparable Com- 
panions, 'being reunited; will become for ever 
1 4 together, or for ever Miſerable:. 


is evident, not dnly from his Senſes, but from 
his Reaſon and Underſtanding,; from his Will 
and Affections, and the many noble Operations 
of an Intelligent Being; for to Think and Diſ- 
courſe; t6 CHuſe and Refuſe; to Love and Hate, 


Defire any Fear, are ſuch Powers as can never 


flow from groſs, idle, and unoperative Matter; 
That which has neither Life nor Motion in 52 
ſelf, can never be the Parent, or productive Cauſe 
of either ; and therefore thefe Powers muſt owe: 
their Riſe to ſome other thing, diſtinct from the 
Body, "which muſt be _ c and eue 
Part in him, his Soul. | 
The Separation of whicty dom che Body i 


chis/World, unn Enperience'; 255 5 
maanifeſt, 


11231 ; 


That Man has ſuch a Principle in him here, 
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IE as that We our ſelves now Exiſt. 
And, That they muſt meet again in the o- 
ther, in order to be rewarded according to their 
Deportment while they: liv'd together here, is 
eyident from the whole tenour of the Golpe 12 
Our gracious Redeemer, who came down — 
Heaven that We might aſcend up thither, and be- 
came the don of Man that We might hecome the 
Sons of God, did, while He was here on Earth, 
reveal this bleſſed: Truth to us; -and He; who 
could not lie, having brought Life and Iyrmorta- 
5. Jobn v. 28, [ity th Jight, alſutes us, That the Hour i coming, 
in. the which all that ure in their Grawes ſhall bear 
His Voice, and ſpall comme forth, they that hace clone 
Good, unto the Reſurrection of Life, and they that 
have Aae Evil, unto; the Reſurredtion f Damna- 
tion And in the Verſe following tlie Text, He 
< Marth. vi. tells us, That when abe Sn of. Man ſhall come i 
Fe the Glory of His Father, He will reward every Men 
eee to his. Works: ;- which St. Paul: A had an 
2er. v. 10. Eye upon, when he aſſures us, That Ve muſt All 
| appear) before the Judgment: ſeat of Chriſt, that e- 
vety one may; receive the things dane in bor Boaly\; 
according to that he bath done, 1 be good or 
bad : It ſeeming but reaſonableto lim; — they; 
who, had alway: 8 acted in concert with one ano- 
ther, ſhould, 3 to their Actions receive 
alike Reward or Puniſhment. Since 
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Since therefore, ſuch is the Nature of Man's 
Soul, that his Happinefs and Miſery, both Tem- 


poral and Eternal, abſolutely depend upon its 
acting here in con junction with the Body, nothing 
certainly can be more incumbent on him, than 
to take. all imaginable care of its AQtions, 1 
he may not loſe it. 

Now, as to the loſing of a Man's Soul, no one 
can ſo loſe it „as abſolutely and fot᷑ ever to be 
parted from it; but any one may deprive him- 
ſelf of, and in a manner extinguiſh thoſe admira- 
ble F aculties, which would otherwiſe flow from 
it ; and forfeit all thoſe excellent Enjoy ments 
and exalted- Privileges; which of right belong to 
it. No Man's Soul will ever vaniſh into ſoft 
Air, but every Man's may be ſtain d and ball, 
it may be diveſted of its Virtue and Integrity; 
Sin may pollute it, and make it miſerable, by 
defacing che image of the Almighty ſtamp dup- 
on it; fo that tho it cannot be annihilated or 
utterly deſtroyed, yet it may be irrecoverably loſt, 
and ruin d to allithe great Ends for which! A Was 
deſign d and created; and When it is thus un- 
done, he will have this addition to his Miſery, 
who ſhall loſe and ruin it, that it will always, 


with bitter Anguiſh and cruel Remorſe, up- 


braid, accuſe, and condemn him for his Folly, 


never ceafing to renew his huge Sorrows, and; al- 


B ways 


> 
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ways contriving-how'to augment his intolerable 


Torments: When a Man by Sin has once loſt 
his Innocence, the Guilt of it will one Day fo diſ- 
quiet and rack his Mind, fill his Soul with ſuch 
amazing and confounding Terrours, that all this 
World can do, will be too little to ſet his Mind 
at reſt , and deliver him from the corroding 


Anguiſh of a wounded Spirit. 


The word #3, which is here rendred the 


Soul, is often underſtood of the whole Man; fo 


that if the Soul be uneaſy and afflicted, the whole 
Man muſt be ſo too: Now Pleaſure and Pain 
are ſo inconſiſtent , Satisfaction and Diſcontent 


ſo incompatible, that they can never ſtand toge- 


ther, or refide at the ſame time in the {ame 
Breaſt; and therefore the whole World can 
profit nothing, while the whole Manis perplex'd 
and out of order: It cannot be any ſatisfaction 
to him to have the Univerſe at command, while 
he is uncapable of enjoying any part of it; or, if 


he were capable, yet his troubled Mind, like Gall, 
would imbitter his ſweeteſt Enjoyments; in 


vain therefore will he ſeek for Peace of Mind, 
while divers Luſts and Paſſions create a kind of 
Civil War in his Boſom, while his Thoughts 
are diſtracted, and his Soul ruffled and diſcom- 
pos d wich diſmal Fears, and doubtful Apprehen- 
fions of the changeableneſs of his Condition, 

| 7 the 
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the uncertainty of his Pleaſures, of the imptu- 
dence of his Choice, and the conſequence of his 
Guilt. Thus the mighty Man, rais d to bound - 
leſs Poſſeſſions, by Cheating, Bribery, or Oppreſ- 
ſion, or the like unjuſt Practices, may, notwith- 
ſtanding all his ill-gotten Wealth and ſpecious 
Proſperity, be overwhelm'd with pining Melan- 
choly and heart-rending Deſpair: And tho 
the deluded World, gazing on the richneſs of 
his. Attire and the ſplendour of his Equipage, on 
the ſtatelineſs of his Buildings and the coſtlineſs 
of his Proviſions, may imagine him moſt tranſ- 
cendently Happy, yet he may know, and ſecret- 
ly feel himſelf to be moſt deſperately wietched ; 
and tho he be cloath'd with Purple, and like #be 
rich Man in the Golpel, fare ſumpixonſly ievery 
Day, yet he may be in a worle condition thana 
poor Lazarus: full of Sores at his Gate: He may 
be harraſs d with ſuch tormenting Cares and grie- 
vous Reflexions, ſo juſtly terrifying, as may pall 
all his Pleaſures, make his Honours cumberſom, 
and his Riches a burthen to him; his anxious So- 
licitude about preſerving what he has got, his 


unmeaſurable Ambition, and. unwearied Projects 


how to get more, his ſubtle Policy in undermi- 


ning thoſe who are above him, and countermi- 


ning ſuch. as would keep him where he is, or 


bring him lower; all this, added to the appre- 
B 2 henſions 
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enſions'6f u Future Judgment, and · the dread 
f Hrernal Torment, which malgre all his Effocts 


to che contrary, will ſometimes break in upon 


his Thoughts, may ſo wholly take up and poſ- 
ſeſs his Breaſt, as to make him perpetually reſt- 
leſs, and even weary of himſelf; fo that, while 
his Outſide looks gay and florid, and his Coun- 
tenance ſeems to ſmile, he may have Horrour 
and Hell within his Breaſt ; ſo true is it, that 


ther is #0 Peace to the Wicked, that he is a trou- 


bled'Sea; whoſe raging Waves 'foam' out their own 
Shame, to whom is reſerd d the blackneſs of Dark- 
neſs, endlefs Perdition, and inceſſant Woe. 
Alas! our Happineſs in this Life doth not con- 


fiſt in the Multitude, but in the Enjoyment of 
our Poſſeſſions; it is not therefore the joining 


Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field; it is not the 


vaſt Extent of mighty Power, nor the Command 
even of the whole World, and All that is there- 
ing that can make'a Man' any recompence for 
the Jo of his Soul; becauſe, ſuch is his misfor- 
tune under this Loſs, that the Things of this 
World are to him, as if they were not; his Joys 
are imaginary and deceitful, but his Sorrows real 
and ſubſtantial. But, ſuppoſe his Soul could die 
with his Body, that there was no future Life af- 
ter this, and that, when he went down to the 
Chambers of Death he ſhould: never riſe more, but 
Ae tv altogether 
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altogether ceaſe to be, yet even then, what is 
there in this World that he can take in exchange 
for his Soul? Or, What can juſtify his fooliſh 
choice of the empty things of this World, to the 


' hazarding his Repole on Earth? Eſpecially con- 


ſidering, that at the ſame time he parts with it, 
he deprives himſelf likewiſe of the poſſibility of 
enjoying his new Purchaſe, be that what it will, 
either part only, or even the whole World. 

But, when we conſider that his Soul is immor- 
tal, that when, it leaves its old Companion the 
Body, it immediately returns to God who made 
it, and muſt remain alive to all Eternity: What 
then is there? What can there be 1n this World 
that can counterbalance the loſs of his Soul? 
What is there can ſatisfy for its being eternally 
ſhut out from Heaven, and conſequently eternal- 
ly miſerable ? Suppoſe he could live here in an 
undiſturb'd Felicity, without Mixture or Alloy, 
without Pain or Sorrow; ſuppoſe that all his 


Wiſhes, all his Deſires could be anſwer' d, and he 


enabled fully to enjoy them all, without the 


leaſt interruption; nay farther, ſuppoſe he ſhould 
treble the Age of Methuſelab, live in perfect 
Peace and Tranquillity all the while, and at length 
carry a compos d and ſedate Mind to his Grave; 
yet even then, what would all theſe things ſig- 
nify, if he was to purchaſe them with the ruin 1 

| | 85 


—_—_ 


A Sermon Preached 


his Soul? How can ſuch Temporar Enjoy 


ments (which ſome time or other muſt have an 
end,) ſatisfy for never- dying Torments, or make 
amends for everlaſting Puniſhment, for the Vorm 
that dieth not, and the Fire that cannot be quench'd ? 
Can any thing in this tranſitory World counter- 


vail a Life of eternal Woe and Deſolation, in 
a place of weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of 


Teeth, in the Lake which for ever burneth with 
Fire and Briuſtone? Or, can any one think it 


worth his while to be delivered into Chains of 


Darkneſs, and reſerved unto Judgment with the 
Devil and his Angels, with the Fearful and Unbe- 
lieving, with the Abominable, Murtherers, Whore- 
mongers, Sorcerers, Idolaters and Liars? Can any 
one, I ſay, think it worth his while to be confin d 
with ſuch Company, and in ſuch a Place to all 
Eternity, tho he was ſure to enjoy not only 
What this World can afford, but ten thouſand 
times more; - eſpecially, fince the fatal Minute 
muſt come, which will put an end to all he can 
enjoy in it? And when he is caſt into the bot- 
tomleſs Pit of Perdition, what will it then avail 
him to reflect on the many Pleaſures he hath en- 
joy d, the mighty Honours he hath paſs'd thro', 
or the large Poſſeſſions he was once Maſter of? 
Will his paſt Pleaſures aſſwage his preſent Pain? 
Can his former Honours dignify the mean Con- 
dition 
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dition he is in, or all the Treaſures he once call'd 
his, be able to procure him one drop of cold 
Mater to cool his parch'd and inflam'd Tongue ? If 
not, where will the advantage of ſuch Reflexions 
be? They may add to his Torment, and en- 
creaſe, but cannot leſſen his Miſery ; it being as 
uſual for the remembrance of paſt Pleaſures, to 
heighten a Man's Pain in the midſt of Adverſity, 
as it is for the remembrance of paſt Afflictions to 
heighten bis Pleaſure in the midſt of Proſperity. 
Indeed, after a Man has undone his Soul, and wa- 
{ted his Body by a laviſh indulgence in the good 
Things of Life, the World may perhaps continue 
many Ages after him, and encreaſe and flouriſh 
when he 1s dead and gone ; but, what advantage 
will that be to him? or, what profit can he reap 
from thence ? His inſenſible Carcaſs will be no 
longer capable of any Amuſements, nor will all 
the Charms or Allurements in the World ever 
raiſe one languiſhing Deſire in it more; ſo that 
ſuppoſe the World and the Enjoyments thereof, 
were as perpetual and as durable as his Soul, yet 
he can enjoy them no longer than while he con- 
tinues on this ſide the Grave; for whenever 
Death ſhall ſeparate his Soul from his Body, then 
will all his Paſſions and Hankerings after this 
World be cut off too; a new Scene of things 
will preſent it ſelf, which will for ever take up, 


and 
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Id engage all his Thoughts : there will then be 
a vaſt Gulf between the World and Him, fo 
that it will be impoſſible for him ever to partake 
of any of its Satisfactions more. But otherwiſe, 
the Seripture aſſures us, That this World, and the 
Faſhion of it, -paſs away ; and St. Peter tells us, 
That the Day of the Lord will come as a Thief in 
the Night, in the which the Heavens ſhall: paſs a- 


way with a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſhall melt 


with fervent Heat; the Earth alſo and the Works 
that are therein ſhall be burnt up: What a fooliſh 
exchange therefore will he make for his Soul, 

wo ſhall part with it for a World which he 
muſt quickly leave, hich can in no wile befriend 
dum hen he bas left it, and which muſt it ſelf 
alſo be ſoon deſtroyed; whereas his Soul muſt 
live for ever, and might have inherited the eter- 
nal Happineſs of the Bleſs'd, if he had not by 
this fooliſh Barter confign'd it over to the cur- 
ſed and never-ending Puniſhments of the Damn d. 

Since therefore our moſt gracious Creator has en- 
du'd us with rational Souls capable of eternal Fe- 
licity; and prepar d moſt glorious Manſions for 
their Reception; ſince out of his infinite and 
unparalleld Love to us, He ſent His only be- 


gotten Son to die for us, to nale ibe Paths 


ftraight, direct us in our way, and lead us to em: 


let us not refuſe theſe his kind Offers, nor ſlight 
His 
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his undeſerved Favours; let us not trample on 
the Blood of our Redeemer, and by a reſolute and 
obſtinate adherence to our Iniquities, ale His Croſs 
of none dffect; let us not fooliſhly chuſe Darkneſs 
before Light, Hell before Heaven, eternal Woe 
before eternal Happineſs, nor the tranſitory Things 
of this World before the never- fading ones of the 
next; in a word, let us not part with our Souls 
forall that this World can afford , becauſe if we 
do, we ſhall get nothing by the bargain, or at leaſt 
what's not worth the getting, unleſs the Pains pre- 
par'd for the Devil and his Angels, are a Treaſure 
worth inſuring. But, * 09 
. Secondly, The Folly of this Exchange will ap- 
pear farther, if we conſider the preſent ſtate of 
this World: What is there in it really worth 
our care or purſuit, much leſs that may be bought 
at ſo dear a rate? Let it appear in its utmoſt 
Pomp and Glory, and exhibit to us its Temporal 
Advantages in their livelieſt and moſt tempting 
Colours; yet if we look nearly, and view them 
throughly, we ſhall find many real Defects, many 
odious Deformities in them, but nothing that is 
truly valuable, nothing worth laying out our 
ſelves upon. For, | 
Firſt, What are the great Advantages that ariſe 
from the ſenſual Pleaſures of this World? Can 
they recompence the loſs of a Soul, or make any 
| 3 CEP ſatisfaction 
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ſatis faction for infinite Puniſhment, infinice De- 
ſpair? They may appear lovely, and allüte by 
their Blandiſhments at a diſtance, but upon rryal, 
they are more bitter than Wornwood, and Rip like 
an Adder, Me purſue them with the moſt vehe- 
ment impatience, but ſoon flag and grow weary 
of them in the enjoyment, and the end of them it 
bexvineſs; tor, either they bring a Man to deplo- 
rable Poverty, or fill the Bowels with Rottenneſs, 
or elſe leave an aking Regret andicalding Ramorſe 
upon the Sinner's Conſcience : However, were 
it not 16, yet, what is there for a rational Orca- 
ture to ſet his Heart upon * _ What is there whore- 
in a Man ſhould place his Happineſs ? There is 
nothing {atisfaGiory,, manly or fubſtantial in them; 
they are ſwift as a 'Shazdow, and paſs like Light- . 
ning, which in the {ame moment is, and is not; 
ſo that we ve no hopes to poſſeſs them long, wor 
any certainty to enjoy them at all. Then, 
Serumuly, As to the Honours of this World. 
which das Minds ſo fondly covet; What 
are they but ſhppery Stations, the higher the more 
dangerous? What, but noiſy Poſts of pompous 
Trouble and gaudy Servitude, which create Per- 
plexity and Uneaſineſs to thoſe who poflefs them, 
and make thoſe who do not, hate and envy thoſe 
who do? But, were there no other Inconveni- 


ences attending em, 2 they wlio are moſt court- 
ed, 
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ed, admir'd, and almoſt ador'd, are ſtill liable to 
the ſame common Accidents of this: Life, if not 
to greater, than they who court and adore them : 
Nothing can ſecure them from Loſſes or extreme 
Poverty; he who is this Day a King, may be the 
next a Beggar; or, were this not poſſible, yet 
they would be ſubject to Pains and Sickneſs ; fe 
the vaſt Train of their numerous Attendants cannot 
keep off a Fit of the Stone or Gout, nor mitigate 
the Ragings of a burning Fever; or, if they could, 
yet-at length theſe Gods on Earth * die like o- 
ther Men; for Death is no more afraid of them 
in the midſt of all their Guards, than of the mean- 


eſt Peaſant by himſelf: They muſt all fubmit 


to its fatal Stroke, and ſooner or later lay their 
Honours in the Duſt, when they muſt change their 
gorgeous Robes for the filthy Garments of Corrup- 
tion, and their ſtately Palaces for noiſom Sepul- 
chres, where the Worms ſhall be ſpread under them, 
ant cover them; and then, they who now cringe 
tothem, may trample upon their Graves, and they 
who now tremble at their Preſence, with {corn 
inſult over their Memory: And, confidering theſe 
things, what, have the Honours of this World 
of greater value in them than our immortal Souls, 
that we ſhould forfeit our Title to the ineffable 
Glories of the other World for the periſhing Gran- 


deur of this? But, 
. C 2 Thirdly, 


=y = N 


I Thirdly, What are the Riches of this World 
which ſo engroſs the Wiſhes and Deſires of Man- 
kind? Have they Worth or Value ſufficient in 
them to make an Equivalent for a Soul? Riches 
Which are got with great Care, and kept with 

greater Fear, which either make Wings to them 
ſelves, and fly away, or elle, if kept, are not en- 
joy d: What therefore can there be in them ſo 
precious or valuable, that we ſhould {ell our Shares 
of Heaven for them, willingly part with our great 
Reverſion in the other World for a little ſpot of 
Earth in preſent poſſeſſion, and like fooliſh Eſau, 
fell our Birtb-right for a Meſs of Pottage? This 
World is not our Home, it is not our continuing 
Cuy; we are Strangers am Sojourners on Earth, as 
all our Fathers were, and therefore ſhould pray 

dix. with the holy Pſalmiſt, That God would ſpare us 

yet # little, that we may recover our Strength , and 
fir our ſelves for Eternity, before we go hence, and 

| are no more ſeen: Our Riches cannot follow us; 

i for we can carry nothing with us hence, but our 

| | Shrouds and Coffins: Whole then ſhall our 

4 Riches be, or what matter whoſe? They will 
I be of no farther uſe to us; and what may become 

Ii of them is uncertain,, whether a Wiſe Man or a Fool 

Ui ſhall poſſeſs them. The mouldring Treaſures. of 

this World therefore, which are a prey for Ruſt 

and Moth, and a torment to thoſe who depend 


upon. 


. 
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upon them, ſhould be beneath our care, whom 
Chriſt hath bought with the ineſtimable price of 
His Blood, and who are born to infinitely greater 
Hopes than any this World can poſſibly afford, 
deſignd for far more noble Purpoſes that to 14 
up Treaſures on Earth, and commanded rather to 


lay up Treaſures in Heaven, where neither Ruſt nor 


Moth can corrupt, nor Thieves break through, or ſteal: 
And indeed, this World and all the Enjoyments 
of it, whatever they conſiſt in, are ſo poor and in- 
conſiderable, ſo far undeſerving of our Choice, that 
had not God thought fit to have plac'd us here be- 
low, and given us certain hopes of greater things 
hereafter, it would not have been worth our 
while to live.in this World, tho' it were to enjoy 
them all. Solomon, who. had experienc'd moſt of 
them, and therefore beſt knew what they were, 
could find nothing in them but Vanity and Vexa- 
tion of Spirit; nay, repeated Experience convin- 
ces us of this Truth, and our Reaſon aſſures us, it 
cannot be otherwiſe, conſidering the vaſt diſpro- 
portion there is between the beſt things of this: 
World, and our capacious and boundleſs Deſires: 
Are not our Expectations daily fruſtrated ? and, 
when have we not been diſappointed in our En- 
joyments? When does the happy Event corre- 
ſpond to the mighty Hopes we fooliſhly conceive, 


or the Fruit anſwer the Bloſſom? Or, what cir-- 
1 : cumſtance 


— 


2 * 


— „r 


cumſtance or condition of Life is there without 


him ſurrounded with Trouble, to which he is as 
naturally horn as the Sparks fly npward. Proſperi- 
ty tempts him to Wantonneſs and Exceſs, and 
Adverſity prompts him to Murmuring and Impa- 
tience ; . Greatneſs is a Burthen, and the want 
of it to ſome, infupportable : The Rich have 
their Anxieties, as well as the Poor their Com- 
. Plants: He who enjoys his Wiſhes, ſoon after 
nauſeates what he wiſh'd for; and he who is diſ- 
appointed, is fore afflicted : Labour is painful, 
and even Idleneſs is irkſom: Wiſdom is a Vexa- 
tion, and yet the Soul without it is not good. Our 
Minds are diſtracted by different Appetites, and 
torn aſunder by contrary Deſires: Love draws 
us one way, and Hatred another; Hope puffs us 
up, and Deſpair ſinks us down; Fear chills our 
| Blood, and Anger inflames it: Nor is the condi- 
tion of our Bodies leſs miſerable, being ſubject to 
Troops of Diſeaſes, which are continually lurking 
about us, and may at any time ſerze us, and put 
out whole Frame and Conſtitution quite out of 
order ; one fills us with Pain, and another Stu- 
pines us; Fevers ſcorch us, and Agues freeze us; 
the Gout enervates us, and Gangrenes diſmem- 
ber us. Such is the condition of this mortal Life, 
| #7 #5 ſuch 
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ſuch our State in it, ind ſuch the mighty )Bleſ: 
ſings too, which are to be receiv d in exchange for 
a Soul; Bleſſings, which in prudence we ſhould 
chuſe to avoid, rather than to purſue, and to de- 
ſpiſe, rather than purchaſe at ſo dear a rate, as 
the loſs of our Souls * 80 that upon the W hole, 
were the Enjoyments of this World real and ſub- 
ſtantial, as they are empty and imaginary, yet the 
preſent ſtate and condition of our Minds and Bo- 
dies are in no wiſe capable of enjoy ing them; or, 
ſuppoſe we were free from Paſſions and Diſcaſes, 
and could with ſatisfaction enjoy Whatever tlus 
World hath in it, yet even then, what a World 
is this to enjoy it in? A World of Uncertainty, 
and Dependance, of Diſorder and Confuſion; in 
which, all things come alikg- to all; nay, oſten 
worſe to the Virtuous than the Wieked : Our 
Poſſeſſions are fleeting, ſo that no one can be 
ſure, that what is his to-day, ſhall be ſo to mor- 
row); even our Lives are at the Will of Him who 
dares attempt them, and the greateſt Monarch 
muſt be oblig'd for his Food and Raiment to the 
meaneſt of his Slaves: Vile Adulterers, covetous 
Oppreſſors, and griping Extortioners, do not only 
ſome times eſcape unpuniſh'd in this World, but 
are often crown'd with Honour and Renown; 
while Honeſty and Piety are diſcourag d and put 
out of countenance, labouring under * 
f all 
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and Contempt; and Traytors to God and their 
Country often ride in triumph, © while the Juſt 
are made a prey to the Sons of Violence; nay, 
Virtue it ſelf is ſometimes accounted a Crime, 
when Vice is openly courted and careſs d, as the 
greater Accompliſhment, and more becoming a 
Man of Senſe and Honour: Now while Things are 
in ſuch a prepoſterous Confuſion, there are little 
hopes of any durable or laſting Satisfaction here; 
who therefore would gie his Soul in exchange 
for ſuch a World, unleſs he were firſt ſottiſhly 
relolv'd to forego the Joys of Heaven, and obſti- 
nately determin d by a Series of Oalamities to 
prepare himſelf for an Eternity of Torment? 
From what has been ſaid, I ſhall draw ſome 
Inferences, and ſo conclu le 
Firſt then, If che Gain of the whole World 
be too ſmall a price for the purchaſe of a Soul, 
what an extravagant Bargain muſt we needs make, 
ho cannot be Maſters of the thouſandth part 
of it; nor enjoy one thouſandth part of that if 
we could be Maſters of it: Let us not therefore 
throw away our Souls, thoſe ineſtimable Trea- 
ſures, which coſt Heaven a greater Miracle than 
even our Creation it ſelf; let us not forfeit 
our Intereſt in God, and our Inheritance in Hea- 
ven, procur'd by this Redemption, and all for 
We know not what. The conſideration of this 


* | alone, 
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alone, ſhould deter us from all unjuſt and unlaw- 
ful Dealings, from heaping up Riches hy Fraud 
and Oppreſſion, which we know not who ' ſhall ga- 
ther, from gratifying our Deſires by wicked Means, 
and from building upon other Mens Graves, rai- 
fing our ſelves by the ruine of others; becauſe, 
whatever we may procute by theſe unjuſt Mea- 
ſures, will be mean and inconfiderable, if compar'd 
With that which we muſt hereafter pay for them. 
- Secondly, We may from hence infer, That we 


are highly concern d to wean our ſelves from too 


great a love and affection for this World, and 
the rhihgs which ate therein: Wherefore, we 
ſhould earneſtly endeavbur not only to ſuhdue the 


Luſts of our Bodies, to moôrtify the” Pallions of 


our Minds,” and to cleanſe e, from all filthi- 
meſs of Fleſh and, Spirit, but allo to ſpiritualize our 
Thoughts, to cloach dür Souls with Rightepuf⸗ 
neſs, and adorm them Wirf ſuch 4 Wedding Gar- 
mem as may not at the — Feaft of the Lamb 

be rejected; in order to which, we ſhould make 
it the conſtant ſubject of our daily Prayets to 
Almighty God, that he would vouchſate us the 
gracious aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, and enable 
us to raiſe up our Thoughts, and elevate par. Af 
feftions to things which are above”, that he would 
put it into our Hearts to meditate on Heaven, 
and the inexpreſſible Happineſs of the Saints there; 
n * 


and 


"_ 8 — * E 5 * _— 
— * 
. 


dm ͤ 
| ii to reflect on the wonderful Love of our Bleſ- 


eg Saviour, and on all thoſe. gloriqus Things, 
Which he, by the effuſion of his moſt pretious 
Hood, hath purchas' d for us: Nay. farther, we 
"thould conſider too the Dignity of our own: Na- 
ture, that our Souls. bear upon them the Divine 
Image, and our Bodies are deſign d for the Tem- 
Pee af the Holy Ghoſt; that we are the delight of 
God, and che care of Angels; that by. our Bap- 
tiſmal Covenant, we are the Children of the moſt 
High, Brethren of Chriſt, and Co-heirs with Him 
of His: eternal Kingdom: And conſidering theſe 
mighty Hopes we are born to, why ſhould not 
our Ambition ſoar as high as our Hopes ? Why 
ouch it not carry our Souls above Earth and 
Corruption:to their proper Places of Abode, make 
them Aiden ſuch low and inglorious Ends, as 
the Plealures, Honours, and Riches of this World, 
and covne.chem all but 2s Droſs and Dung in com- 
paniſon;ot. that; exceeding weight of Glory, which 
our. gracious . Redeemer , hath prepar'd for thoſe 
who tale their Croſo and follom Him? Whence, 


eh e Laſtly, ve may inſer, That tho 
the World ſhould frown upon us, and Mis- 
fortunes invade us, ſo that we. become poor and 
miſerable, contemn'd and vilified, yet we muſt 
patiently ſubmit #0 all rather than to the 4% of our 
Souls ; becaule, Death will put an end to all thoſe 
bas 5 Ci FT” 
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Miſeries and Afflictions, which, if rightly us d, 


will prepare us for a Clown of 5 Suppoſing 
them real Evils, yet they cannot haunt us any 
longer than While we are among them, as Death 
approaches they loſe their Sting, and can afflict us 
with Grief and Anguiſh no more; whereas the loſs 
of our Souls will not only perplex us in this Life, 
but rack and torment us to all Eternity: But the 
Troubles and Afflictions of this Life, if duly con 
ſider d, are not E. vils 1 in their Wa, nature, becauſe 
they do not injure our Souls, or our Bodies; 
Contempt or Poverty, do mb make us leſs 
healthful or leſs rational : we may, notwithſtand- 
ing either, or both, live comfortably here, and be 
eternally happy hereafter If Miſery were eflens 
tial to them, by conſequence Happineſs only would 
belong to the Rich and Honourable, which daily 
Experience ſhews us to be falſe; 3 for Care and 
Diſcontent creep into Palaces, and purſue the 
greateſt Monarch at the Beens; ; the Honourable 
and Diſhonourable, the Rich and the Poor meet to- 
gether not only in this. that the Lord is the Maker 
of them Both, but alſo that they are Both ſubject 
to the ſame Die 12 and viciſſitudes of pane: 
Both are to return to Duſt, from whence they were 
idhes. 

Many of the poor ignorant Heathens, guided 


only by the iche of Nature, who were ſtrangers 
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8 e aud Puniſhiz cnts of he TIE 
choſe rather to "ſubmit to = na preſſures and: cala- 
mities of this, than to part with their Virtue or 
Honelty : "How much greater reaſon therefore, 
have we to hold them faſt; having Life ind Leser 
tality brought to light thro "the Go el : How much 
greater reaſon have we, to continue ſtedfaſt and 
nnmovable ,- aly 9 33 in the Work of the 
Lord, fe 1 as we know that anr Labour is wot - 
m vain, in the Lord ? Let us take eſpectal care 
0 7 that nothing tempt s or frightens | us from 

r Duty, that nothing makes us hazard the bf o 7 
our .pretions and immortal Souls, be becauſe nothing 


br the Tos 7 hem, NN 01 prof 
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42 © Grant therefore, we 1 bees ch Ade Agb God. . 
«© that we may fy poſs thro things ds 55 22 
that We fel oſe. Tot the honey. Eternal. | 
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aud the Holy 'Oboſt, Three. Perſons, and 
dne Cod, be eib a is moſt due, all Ho- 
our and Glory, all Dominion ry Power, both . 
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